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RIGHT-HANDEDNESS AND ALLIED TOPICS.

BY DR. ERNEST JONES,
University of Toronto.

H. T. Woolley (3) records some observations made on a female
infant. No steps were taken to favor the development of right-
handedness. In daily life no preference for the use of either hand was
noticed until the beginning of the ninth month; at the end of this
month the note was made: ' evidently right-handed even to casual
observation.' At this time the tendency to right-handedness even
overcame an earlier habit of waving good-bye with the left hand, ac-
quired owing to the child being carried in such a way that the left
hand was freer. However, exact experimental observations carried out
during the seventh month indicated the existence of a preference for the
use of the right hand that was not otherwise discernible; this was
much more pronounced in the case of actions presenting some diffi-
culty, such as reaching far. The seventh month was the one in which
the child began to babble syllables, suggesting a connection between
the development of speech and right-handedness. (There is however
no evidence that the tendency to right-handedness first appeared in
this month, for it was not investigated before.) The writer accepts
these observations as supporting the general view that right-handedness
is a normal part of physiological development, and is not an occurrence
to be explained by training. Gaupp (1), whose brochure in this
series, Ueber die Rechtshdndigkeit des Menschen^ constitutes one of
the best reviews on the subject of right-handedness, gives here a simi-
larly excellent review of the asymmetries of the normal. It deals with
such facts as asymmetry of the face, head, limbs, spinal column, etc.
Although these are important considerations for anyone who attempts
to deal with the problems of right-handedness, even from a psycho-
logical point of view, they are too exclusively anatomical to be suitable,
for abstraction here.

The present writer publishes (2) a continuation of his researches;
on allochiria. Dyschiria is a disorder in the synthesis of the sense of
'sidedness' (chirognostic feeling), and has a purely psychogenetic
origin, being always a manifestation of hysteria. There are three-
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stages of it: achiria, in which the subject has absolutely no idea of
the side of a part the sensorial acuity of which may be perfectly intact;
allochiria, in which the part altogether conveys the opposite sidedness
to that normally associated with it; and synchiria, in which it conveys
at the same time both. There are two distinct varieties of dyschiria,
unilateral and bilateral respectively, and a case of each is related in
detail; in the former the affected side seems to be displaced over on to
the opposite side, as if it were folded on a vertical axis; in the latter
there is no such illusion, the two sides being merely incorrectly named.
Special experimental observations showed that in both cases the sub-
ject could correctly identify the part touched, provided it was indicated
in some other way than by the use of the words right and left. The
other circumstances and manifestations led to the following hypothesis
being formulated: " The mental processes relating to a given part of
the body are divided into (#) the zesthesic group of perceptions, and
(J>) the autosomatognostic group of memory feelings, of which chirog-
nosis is one. Dyschiria results whenever the second group is dis-
sociated, the first being relatively or absolutely spared, a rare occurrence
referred to as the paradoxical type of cleavage." Other questions dis-
cussed, such as, for instance, the relation to one another of the three
stages of dyschiria, are not here mentioned, being mainly of psycho-
pathological interest.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LITERATURE OF FATIGUE.
BY DR. F. h. WELLS,

McLean Hospital, Waverley, Mass.

The most extensive study of the year is that of Weiler (1), who
introduces a new instrument for the study of muscular contractions.
Weiler has introduced other psychological apparatus reported to be of
considerable merit, and the features of this new instrument are well
worth noting. The study opens with a brief and mainly theoretical
discussion of the terms used in the study of fatigue, and the relation


